
AP Human Geography Summer
Assignment 2022-23
Directions: Complete each of the activities below in preparation for the first day of school.
Due Dates:

August 19, 2022 - Activity 1
August 29, 2022 - Activity 2 AND 3

Step 1: Acquire Book
Directions: You are welcome to read the book from the PDF linked here (you need to be logged
into your asfg account to access it). I recommend that you read it on a kindle reader or
download the app on your smartphone. It is recommended to use the app because you can
highlight and make notes directly on the pages. When you create a free kindle account you can
send PDFs from any email address to your kindle email address and it converts it to a readable
format. Follow the directions here.

Step 2: Complete Learning Activities

Activity 1: Prepare for discussion
Directions: The following questions were borrowed from a teacher’s unit from The Ishmael
Study Guide from Ishmael.org

Greetings, fellow philosopher. You will be participating in an Ishmael discussion on the first days
of school. In an effort to help you, I am providing you the “essential questions” below. Handwrite
notes for THREE questions. These will mostly be used during the discussion.

1. As fully as you can, explain what Ishmael means by “Mother Culture,” and “her”
relationship to us as individuals.

2. Explain and discuss the meaning of THREE of the following stories: a. the jellyfish story;
b. The Taker Thunderbolt; c. Cain and Abel; 4. The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil;
5. The story of Ishmael (Old Testament)

3. According to Ishmael, what three specific ingredients make up a culture? Which of the
three do you think is most important?

4. Discuss FOUR important differences between Leaver cultures and Taker cultures,
according to the book and based on your own culture.

5. Explain the historic importance of our agricultural revolution, according to Ishmael. How,
specifically, did it change society?

6. Toward the end of the book, the narrator says that people “need a vision of the world and
of themselves that inspires them.” What are the specific ingredients of that vision,
according to Ishmael and the narrator?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wYVFZQCFzATr05aOeaRjtwNboC8Xx5J0/view?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/gp/sendtokindle/email


Activity 2: Creative Piece
Directions: Create a creative piece of work that connects the book to the major units of study
that we will be completing in AP Human Geography (listed below) or that connects to other
areas about our world that may have been or may not have been talked about in the book. Your
product can take whatever creative form that you would like, including (but not limited to):
collage, video, symbols, diagrams, comics, paintings, drawings, poems, letters, and haikus
(various).

APHUG Units of Study Other ideas

Where is it located and how did it get there?
Maps, scale, spatial understanding
Population and Migration
Cultural Patterns and Processes (diffusion)
Political Organization of Space (borders, size
of nations)
Agriculture and Rural Land Use
Industrialization and Economic Development
Cities and Urban Land Use

Leavers
Takers
Political
Economic
Religious
Social
Ideological/Intellectual
Artistic
Near, geographic, transportation

Activity 3: Reflection
Directions: You finished the book and understood Ishmael’s message. Respond to one of the
following prompts in at least 250 words.
Prompt 1: The original ad Ishmael put in the newspaper was, “TEACHER seeks pupil. Must
have an earnest desire to save the world.” How do we save the world?
Prompt 2: Watch The Eighth City short film and explain its message. What is your reaction to
that message?

Grading
Summer Assignment:
You will be graded on the quality completion of the above activities. If you enjoy making quality
work and do not mind putting in extra time to do superb work, then I respect your character and
value and you will score well (10/10). If you complete the work to an adequate level, your score
will reflect that (8.5/10). If your score is below an adequate level, you will score below a 7/10. If
you fail to complete the activities, then you will score a zero and begin the quarter with a
possible maximum score of 90% (the summer assignment is worth 10%).

Discussion:
We will complete an in class discussion the first days of class. The questions will resemble the
ones from activity 1. This grade will be separate from the summer assignment grade.

https://vimeo.com/70997953

