
ASFG High School Summer Assignment 2022

Course: Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition
Teacher: Doug Parker

“A Book must be an axe for the frozen sea within us.” Franz Kafka

Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition!

This class focuses on literature - poetry, prose fiction, drama - as a way of appreciating the craft
of writing, but also how good literature impacts us in transcendent ways.

I look forward to a challenging and rewarding year exploring literature  with you.

Assignment I: Mental Preparedness
AP English Literature is a college-level class that will improve your ability to read, understand and

analyze literature. We will hone your ability to express yourself in AP-style essays. As an AP English
student, you should be reading, speaking, and thinking in English as much as possible throughout the
summer – especially reading.

Your first task is to familiarize yourself with some of the basics of the course and its exam:

● Check out the home page for the course and access the course description to:
● Skim this list to get a sense of the range of literature referenced in past exams.

Have no fear — the exam is still a long way away, and we will grow together to meet the challenge!

Assignment II: Summer Reading and Writing – 3 Books and 3 Papers

AP English Literature and Composition: Reading
The major expectation for AP English Literature and Composition is that you read!

And, of course, we must also begin to refine our abilities to respond to literature in writing.

Read at least three titles from the list provided in Assignment I, above (or from any other of the
many AP English Literature reading lists available online). Many of these works are available from the
ASFG library and bookstore.

Keep track of the books you read over the summer and take some notes to help you remember what
was most important about each of them (eg: plot/conflict, setting, character, and theme).

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-literature-and-composition
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-description.pdf?course=ap-english-literature-and-composition
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Cl83FxaSFyr9OQBtyemNbqjM-Gr6CQ2FQ5zV03wAh9U/edit?usp=sharing


AP English Literature and Composition: Writing
Write a one page theme paper (250-300 words) on each of three AP Literature texts.
For each:
● Present and discuss what you discern to be a main idea (theme) of the work.

Your paper must:
o Reference and explain how one specific moment in the text develops this theme, and
o Include a conclusion in which you present your response to this theme. Your conclusion

must:

▪ Evaluate how effective you think the writer was at communicating the idea, and

▪ Discuss where and how the idea applies in the world of today.

These three compositions are due on our first day of class in August.

IMPORTANT #1: These compositions are first drafts – do not labor over them.
● Demonstrate your ability to write about AP Literature texts. Summer should be a time to

recharge your batteries. The big job is to read as much as you can.

IMPORTANT #2: Your completed essays are a prerequisite for admission to the class.
● Although you do not need to labor over them and may write each of them in one sitting after

finishing each book, they are important proof that you are ready to take the class seriously and to
do the work necessary to be ready for the AP exam in May.

Have a wonderful summer!


