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2022 Summer Assignment
Assignment 1   Part I: Interest Inventory

The goal of this assignment is to brainstorm ideas for your AP Research project. Because you will spend the whole year working on your
project, it should be about a topic that you are interested in. Complete the interest inventory before continuing with the next assignments.

Part I: For this section, do a little research using the Capstone Researcher Extraordinaire Resource, the collection found on The Electric
Typewriter, and consider topics you learned about in your other classes. Your answers can be bullet-pointed phrases with links to articles,
videos, podcasts, etc.

QUESTIONS ANSWER (hyperlink the articles/documents/pages you’re looking at)
Look up topics related to art or culture (music,
literature, film, theater, etc.). What interests
you?

Look up topics related to the economy –
Mexico, Latin America U.S. or global. What
interests you?

Look up topics related to the business world.
What interests you?

What are some current political issues in
Mexico, Latin America, the U.S. and the world?

What are some global current political issues?

What are some historical topics that interest
you?

mailto:alicja.surzyn@asfg.edu.mx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G1TeleByEM3P0BRcQTRlBsjYWd9KZE5qsv7g5ANOu84/edit?usp=sharing
https://tetw.org/
https://tetw.org/


What historical topics relate to a current issue
today?

What are some health/medical related topics
that interest you?

Which kind of science most interests you? What
are some topics in that field?

What are some current ideas/issues happening
in the world of technology?

What place interests you?

What is your favorite book? Movie? Why?

What career are you considering pursuing?

In what ways do people surprise you?

What are some current issues in education?

Spend one day mindfully observing as you go
about your day (brush your teeth, drive around,
walk, shop, interact, travel, etc.) What are some
interesting things you notice? What do you
wonder? What surprises you?



What is a problem you would like to see solved?
What is a topic you are passionate about?
What is something you would like to create?
What is something you don’t understand but
would you like explained?
What prediction can you make about the
future?
Use the interest inventory to brainstorm 2
possible topics to investigate for your research
project.

Topic 1:

Topic 2:

Part II: Research Question
Similarly to AP Seminar, your AP Research academic paper will start with a research question. The following concepts are things to
consider when attempting to build an AP Research question. Complete the chart requirements and write your initial question. Remember,
the topic you decide to work with must hold your interest for the entire year. Reflect on your Interest Inventory prior to completing this
chart.

Description Questions Answers
Focus: Research Discipline

and Topic

Discipline: Lens or discipline of
focus
○ Art
○ History
○ Humanities
○ Hard Sciences
○ Social Sciences

What discipline do you feel you
are most successful in at school?

What discipline would you enjoy
working in during your research?

What details can you add to your
discipline to shape your topic
interest?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FXQphHuFXkwAIQXZhqI-kLduCDUqlNus/view?usp=sharing


○ Mathematics

Topic: Specific interest within a
discipline that creates the basics
of your research question

Scope: Depth and Size of your
Research Project

Context:  The specific setting of
your research

Variables: The items/ people/
situations/issues/concepts being
studied and/or manipulated.

What specific things will you
study? People? Animals? Things?
Concepts? Theories?

How will you work with the
people/animals/things/
concepts/theories that you will
research?

Value: Contribution to the Body
of Knowledge

The value of your research is
determined by how your
contribution enhances what is
already known about the topic.
You are expected to either add to
the current conversation of a
discipline or use multiple
discipline conversations to create
new knowledge.

Will your research change the way
we currently see the topic?

How will your research benefit
society or your discipline of
study?

Feasibility: Possibility of
Research

Time, money, and resources can
play a major part in determining
the ability to complete your
research.

What will you physically and/or
monetarily need to complete your
research?

How long will your research take?



You will have around three
months to complete your actual
research project: November -
January
Make contact with an adult that is
skilled in your topic. Talk with
them and ask if they would be
interested in supporting you
during your research process.
College Board requires you to
have an expert advisor. Building a
professional relationship with
someone invested in your
discipline will strengthen your
academic paper.

Do you have access to the things
you need for research?

Who can help you with your
research?

Assignment 2: Annotated bibliography - Using the Capstone Researcher Extraordinaire Resource find current discussions about your
topic. Look for contrasting views about the topic. You will be able to use this content for your literature review and discussion of your
topic. This will help you locate the gap in knowledge for your project. Do TWO annotated bibliographies for each of the TWO research
topics OR four annotated bibliographies on ONE topic, four in total.  These will be used towards your first assignment of the course, the
extended annotated bibliography.

SOURCE TITLE CREDIBILITY - Can you trust
this source? Why?

LOCATION - Permanent link
(download PDFs to your Drive!)

RELEVANCE - Why is this
source important?

1

2
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4

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G1TeleByEM3P0BRcQTRlBsjYWd9KZE5qsv7g5ANOu84/edit?usp=sharing


Assignment 3: Research Question

Review Developing a Research Question. Use the interest inventory and the annotated bibliographies to complete the Question
Development Activity:

Step One: Identify a specific issue or topic from your Interest Inventory
*What is the PROBLEM related to this topic? (What is wrong, unjust, unfair, ineffective, inefficient, immoral, inaccurate, missing, troubling,
concerning, limiting, harmful, oppressive, outdated, unsatisfactory, or hurtful?)

Step Two: Draft a version of your question.

Step Three: What is the context of your question? How is it significant? Why is it a question worth exploring? What importance does it
have and to whom or what?

Step Four: Based on your Annotated Bibliography, what are the genuine points of ongoing debate? What evidence-based claims are
offered by the different “voices”  or stakeholders in the debate and how do they relate to each other? How will they help to answer your
question? What lenses or perspectives are important and relevant for this topic?

Step Five: Answer all of the following based upon your first draft of your question.

Question 1: Does your question have a simple yes/no answer?  If so how could you improve the question?

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ICwUkwSAsDRDqW3PaVJXZBvWAbbPoIFPmjzXUOI0v3o/edit?usp=sharing


Question 2: Does your question address a relevant, meaningful, and debatable ISSUE or PROBLEM? Do you believe your question could
lead to multiple conclusions, resolutions, or solutions? If so, what are some possible conclusions, resolutions, or solutions (anticipated
judgements)?

Question 3: Is your question too broad? Too narrow? After examining your question, what flaws need to be addressed in your next draft
of the question?

Question 4:What problems do you anticipate in regards to researching your chosen topic?

Step Six: Draft a version of your question.

Assignment 4: Research Methods Brainstorm

What is the difference between quantitative or qualitative data? Watch this video to find out! For your research question(s), write what
you would need to know to answer the question and whether that involves quantitative or qualitative data or both.

What You Need to Know Quantitative/Qualitative/Both
Topic 1:
Question 1

Topic 1:
Question 2

*Optional

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvU-dMZnj7A


Topic 2:
Question 1

*Optional
Topic 2:
Question 2

***Optional but awesome reading: How to Think Like a Freak - Steven D. Leavitt & Stephen J. Dubner. This book is a fairly easy and fun
read which can help you think outside of the box. You need to purchase it independently. No response required but the ideas in the book
can certainly help you come up with unique and interesting ideas for your upcoming research project.

Due Dates, How to Hand In, and Weight of Summer Assignment:
All work MUST be submitted ELECTRONICALLY by sharing this document with Ms. Alicja (can edit option) and through Google
Classroom on the first day of classes August 2022.

Important Note: Fully completing all of the summer assignment is a precondition for acceptance into the course.
***Please e-mail Alicja Surzyn alicja.surzyn@asfg.edu.mx if you are unable to meet the specific deadlines. Communication is the best policy
for this assignment, the class and life!***

This assignment in its entirety counts for 10 percent of your first quarter grade. We will be expanding it during the first couple
weeks of school so make sure to have it done!

Have a great summer!  I really look forward to working with you.

https://www.amazon.com/Think-Like-Freak-Authors-Freakonomics/dp/0062218344
mailto:alicja.surzyn@asfg.edu.mx

