
American School Foundation of Guadalajara 
Teacher: James De Marco james.demarco@asfg.mx 

Summer Reading Project for Honors Grade 9: Life of Pi 
 
Sign out a copy of Life of Pi from the bookstore. As you read, watch for answers to the following questions. You must 
type grammatically correct responses to essay questions and email them to me by Friday August 12th.   No late work will 
be accepted. This assignment will be worth 10% of your first semester grade. 

 
I. Essay Questions: Each response must be a minimum of one paragraph and include evidence from the novel for 
support.  
1) Religion is of utmost importance to Pi. Discuss the role of religion in his life and how it helps him survive his ordeal. 

 
2) Naming and names are significant in this novel—Pi's own name is elaborately explained, and Richard Parker gets his 

name through a clerical error. How is naming relevant to the novel's main themes? 
 
3) In light of the fact that this is a novel about imagination, why does Martel begin with the Author's Note, which gives 

the impression that Pi's account is truth, not fiction? 
 
4) One of the ways that Pi keeps himself sane and occupied while alone in the middle of the ocean is by writing in his 

journal. What does his journaling say about the human need for communication? 
 
5) The two Japanese officials who interview Pi don't believe that he really landed on a man-eating island. When they 

say that carnivorous trees and fish-eating algae do not exist, Pi responds, “Only because you've never seen them.” 
What does this exchange say about human understanding of what is real and possible? 

 
6) Why does Pi give two accounts of his ordeal? Which is the true story, and which one would you rather believe? 
 
II. Essay: Choose one of the ideas listed below and write a structured, coherent essay. You must establish a thesis based 
on ONE of the following choices, and prove that thesis using specific evidence from The Life of Pi as well as from your 
own thoughts, observations, and experiences.  
 
1) Early in the novel, we discover that Pi majored in religious studies and zoology, with particular interests in a 

sixteenth-century Kabbalist and the admirable three-toed sloth. In subsequent chapters, he explains the ways in 
which religions and zoos are both steeped in illusion. Discuss some of the other ways in which these two fields find 
unlikely compatibility. 
 

2) There is a lot of storytelling in this religious novel. Is there a relationship between religion and storytelling? Is 
religion a form of storytelling? Is there a theological dimension to storytelling? 
 

3) The first part of the novel starts twenty years after Pi's ordeal at sea and ends with the words: "This story has a 
happy ending." Do you agree? 
 

4) In chapter 23, Pi sparks a lively debate when all three of his spiritual advisors try to claim him. At the heart of this 
confrontation is Pi's insistence that he cannot accept an exclusively Hindu, Christian, or Muslim faith; he can only be 
content with all three. What is Pi seeking that can solely be attained by this apparent contradiction? Is there 
something common to all religions? Are they "all the same"? If not, how are they different? Is there a difference 
between faith and belief? 
 

5) Pi's full name, Piscine Molitor Patel, was inspired by a Parisian swimming pool that "the gods would have delighted 
to swim in." The shortened form refers to the ratio of a circle's circumference divided by its diameter, the number 
3.1415926..., a number that goes on forever without discernable pattern, what in mathematics is called an irrational 
number. Explore the significance of Pi's unusual name. What are some of the elements of Pi’s character that allow 
him to survive, both physically and spiritually?  
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