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Misión
Educar a los alumnos en un ambiente 
bilingüe, bicultural y laico para que 
sean estudiantes con propósitos 
definidos, pensadores críticos y 
creativos, comunicadores efectivos y 
ciudadanos comprometidos con base 
en el honor y la libertad.

Mission
Educating students in a bilingual, bicultural 
and secular environment to be purposeful 
learners, critical and creative thinkers, 
effective communicators and community 
contributors, based on a foundation of honor, 
freedom and commitment. 

The American School          
Foundation of Guadalajara, A.C.

Transforming EC Classrooms, One IPad at a Time
PenPal News: Connecting Students Around the World
Lunar New Year
Raising Guadalajara

PURPOSEFUL LEARNERS

T H E  A M E R I C A N  S C H O O L  F O U N D A T I O N  O F  G U A D A L A J A R A ,  A . C .



ASFG
green

TIPS

Since 2010 we have rescued 
one-third of our waste from ending 

up in the local landfill. Keep up the 
important work of recycling properly, 
reusing when possible, and reducing 
consumption. What you do MATTERS!

ASFG GREEN

Water Care
It´s easy to waste water when you are 
not thinking about it and just as easy 
to save it by paying closer attention 
to how and when you turn on the tap. 
Don´t let the water run while you are 
brushing you teeth, washing your 
face, or doing the dishes.

Hibernate
If you´ll be away from your computer 
for an hour or more, turn it off. For 
shorter breaks, use “sleep” or 
“hibernate” modes to reduce energy 
use and save the time it takes to 
reboot.

Green your Wardrobe
When you have to buy new, look 
for clothes labeled 100% 
organic.
Cotton, linen, wool, bamboo, 
and hemp can all be grown 
organically and used to produce 
green clothing.
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it´s elementary

Dedicated
Fourth Graders
by John Opiela

Every year, ASFG fourth grade students present a 
cross-curricular event known as Folklorama. It was 
initiated by our current elementary principal, Dawn 
Lussier, when she was a fourth grade teacher. The 
five classrooms in fourth grade select two countries 
to research, totaling ten countries studied. It is an 
eagerly anticipated showcase of our students’ 
many talents. Older students watch the 
performances and reminisce about their 
experiences with Folklorama; younger students gaze 
in awe, anticipating the day that they can 
participate.
The students perform traditional dances on stage, 
wear colorful costumes, sample each country’s 
food, and display their information in creative ways.  
This is what the audience sees. What they don’t get 
to observe are the five months of research and 
practice that go into the final product. Five months 
of research? What type of student can manage 
that? Only those that are confident and motivated 
learners; and fourth graders at ASFG prove year 
after year that they fit this description.

The initial stage is picking their respective country.  
Students follow their curiosities and interests to 
explore whatever countries catch their attention.  
Their interest and enthusiasm grow as they narrow 
down the choices. As a teacher, this process is quite 
fun to watch unfold. Fourth graders illustrate 
perseverance as they become experts in two 
specific aspects of their selected country, learn 
about animals, famous people, food, language, 
history, practice dancing… I think you get the idea!  
Speaking of the dance, fourth graders are clearly 
taking risks by getting on stage in a foreign style of 
dress and dancing in front of their classmates, 
friends, and family.

So this May, when you are enjoying our annual 
Folklorama presentation, remember to appreciate 
all of the hard work and dedication that our fourth 
graders put into it. They continuously remind us of 
what purposeful learners should look like.  
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“The illiterate of the 21st century will not be
those who cannot read and write, but those

who cannot learn, unlearn, and relearn.”
- Alvin Toffler

Welcome to the spring edition of the Connexion magazine. 
This edition is focused on the ASFG learning goal Purposeful 
Learners. The attributes that define this goal are the 
following: 
Purposeful Learners strive to be…
• confident and motivated 
• self-directed and reflective 
• physically, socially and emotionally well-balanced
• academically and technology literate
 
To support this learning goal the school:

I encourage all of our community members to become 
increasingly adept at knowing what and how to learn what 
we need to know. 

    Respectfully,

    Ms. Janet Heinze
    Director General 

provides a safe and secure learning environment with  
well-established rules and defined consequences
offers a comprehensive curriculum and co-curricular 
program that prepares students to be successful in the 
best national and international universities 
offers a formative physical education and wellness 
program that fosters a healthy life style as well as 
develops a broad  range of individual and  team  
athletic skills
offers comprehensive opportunities to utilize a variety of  
technological tools to enhance learning 
hires and retains teachers with appropriate academic 
credentials, experience, and a passion in their subject 
area
offers an extensive staff development program
procures the facilities and resources to meet curricular 
and co-curricular needs 

The American School
Foundation of Guadalajara, A.C.

Colomos 2100
Colonia Italia Providencia

Guadalajara, Jalisco
C.P. 44630

México
t. 3648-0299

www.asfg.mx

art director
María José González

copy editors & creative contributors
Amy Bokser, Michael Balog, Virginia 
T. Morgan, Kristen Fry, Alejandro 
Garza, Amanda Guzmán, Daniela 
Liebman, Dawn Lussier, Gabriela 
Ponce, Virginia Markman, Francis 
McCann, Brian Zink, Ana Paula 
Rivera, Andrea Calderón, Inés 
Gómez Aguado Novaro, Patrizia 
Micelli, Karla Solana, Luis Eduardo 
Bermudez, Rhett Butler, Patty 
Gutiérrez, Daniel Soberanes, William 
J. Cotter, Ernesto Yanomé, Moisés 
Contreras Reinoso, Kristen Farrow, 
Kerry Feeney, Mary Anne Kathleen 
O´Connor, Patricia Marti, Mónica 
Caballero, Ana Varas, Bárbara 
Reyes, Magdalena Contreras, John 
J. Opiela, Stefanie McGrath, Norma 
Guinto, Karen Corona, Julie Villand, 
and Tina Carstensen.

director general
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in the middle high school life

by Amy Bokser

It all started with strange spaghetti.  

Sentences like that make me happy, which is why 
I was teaching creative writing to third and fourth 
graders in the first place. Third and fourth graders 
are the most creative people you will ever meet. 
They’re not afraid to write things that are silly or 
bizarre, which makes so much of their writing 
sound original and fresh. 

So original and fresh, actually, that as a creative 
writing teacher I felt compelled to publish their 
work.  Since there wasn’t yet a school literary 
magazine for students younger than high school, I 
decided to make one. Dawn Lussier, the ES 
principal, was supportive, and the magazine was 
a success.

By the time Strange Spaghetti (the title came 
from a great student poem in the first issue) had 
been around for a couple of years, I was working 
with middle school students as well. Having seen 
how happy and proud younger students were to 
have their work published, I wanted to give 
middle school students the same opportunity. 
David Markman, the MS principal, liked the idea 
too. Since the title Strange Spaghetti was already 
taken, I came up with Amalgamation, which 
means a mixture – which seemed like a good 
analogy for middle school students as well as for 
their writing.  

For the first issue of Amalgamation, I had the 
opportunity to teach a creative writing class to 
every grade in the middle school. Because by 
middle school, students have usually become a 
little bit more timid about showing their ideas to 

the world, it was fun to encourage them to show 
the world their creativity. 

That experience led to me becoming a sixth 
grade language arts teacher. I love it, but I no 
longer have time to teach creative writing classes 
to other grades.  The up side is that 
Amalgamation has become a mixture of writing 
from science, social studies, Spanish, and even 
math classes - a true amalgamation in every 
sense of the word.  

The 2012 deadline is April 20th! Submit your fiction, 
poetry, or essay to amy.bokser@asfg.mx or leave 
it in my box in the MS office! 

by Michael Balog

Three years ago I began to implement fishbowl 
discussions in my grade 10 Biology class. The goal 
of this activity is to engage students in purposeful 
reading, writing, and debate. Students use higher 
order thinking skills before, during, and after the 
activity. The reading material is relevant to 
students and their daily lives. Students are 
learning how to debate and what is worth 
debating. Finally, students have come to view my 
classroom as a thoughtful place that stimulates 
their intellect. 

The fishbowl begins with students reading an 

article, essay, or chapter of a book. Students 
highlight relevant portions of the text and answer 
open-ended issue questions to prepare for the 
discussion. On the day of the discussion four 
students are chosen to serve as experts on the 
article and sit at the front of the class. The 
remainder of the class sits in a half circle facing 
the conversation happening at the front of the 
class, hence the name “fishbowl.” The student 
experts are then asked questions, by both the 
class and me, designed to have students 
construct opinions about what they have read. 
Students sitting on the periphery have the 
opportunity to join in by sitting in two empty seats 
placed in front of the experts. After the activity 
students are asked to continue the conversation 
online where they write a final thought about the 
topic. 

This is one approach to authentic literacy that has 
worked for me to engage students in the learning 
process.    

Fishbowl
 discussions
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Chicago
Exchange

2012
merican Airlines flight 1040 left 
Guadalajara on February 11th with six 
bilingual 8th grade ASFG students   
           and their chaperone on   
          board. The three boys and 
three girls were headed for a 
two-week student exchange at the 
Catherine Cook School (CCS) in 
Chicago. Selected through a 
detailed application process, all six 
students had a minimum grade point 
average of 90 and had written 
application essays. Were they scared 
to go? “Not one bit,” answered 
Mariana. She could not wait!

The Mexican students were excited 
to learn about American culture 
while experiencing Chicago as locals 
rather than tourists. Paco was going 
because he wanted to experience a 
different educational system. 
Cassandra wanted to learn how the 
CCS laptop program was run. 
Rodrigo had an interest in seeing how 
American people live. Jeronimo had 
never travelled alone; he wanted to 
experience independence. Mariana 
wanted to try something new - new 
city, new family, new school. All six of 
them wanted to go shopping. And all 
six had a chance to reinvent 
themselves for a short while this 
winter. Each student lived with a 
different host family and attended 
school daily with the 8th grader from 
their host family.  

“The homestay was cool,” said Paloma, “but very 
different. The kids stayed in their bedrooms, and 
at home in Mexico, my family is always together.” 
“My family was the opposite,“ Jeronimo pointed 
out, “We played board games every night. It was 
really fun.”

More than one student reflected that the 
Americans were very warm and welcoming. 
CCS is a pre-K through 8th school of 460 students. 
The school is located in the Old Town 
neighborhood of the “Windy City” and is housed 
in two connected buildings. Space is very tight. 
“The playground was on the roof!” remarked 
Cassandra. That was super weird, but fun.” 
The lack of open space was really felt by Rodrigo, 
who said, “the students are inside a lot during the 
winter.” He missed the green areas of ASFG. 
Jeronimo was touched by the small school 
experience. “Everyone was close and 
appreciative of each other.”

Were the academics really different? All six 
students immediately answered that the 
humanities class was very different. It is a 
cross-curricular class; social studies and language 
arts are taught together. “We studied the history 
of Chicago, but at the same time we did 
Language arts work. For example, we analyzed a 
poem about Chicago. It made language arts 
more interesting,” explained Paloma. 
“And I liked learning about the Great Chicago 
Fire,” said Rodrigo. Learning about the 1871 fire - 
and the rebuilding of the city after the event - 
explained the very structured grid and 
architecture of the city they were visiting.

Science class was also very different. There were 
many hands-on activities and labs. One fun 
project they worked on was in Spanish class. They 
created videos of telenovelas, of all things! The 

Mexican students, with their perfect Spanish 
accents, were a big help during this project. The 
use of technology was not very different from that 
of the ASFG. “I actually think we might use our 
laptops more,” observed Cassandra. “The CCS 
students do use their laptops more for math; they 
have a special pen to write on their screens,” 
noted Jeronimo. The students also attended The 
Spoken Word in the south of the city one evening. 
This was a poetry slam, or performance poetry 
contest, and teams of high school students 
competed.

“Everybody took it seriously - no one laughed. I 
respect people who pay attention,” said Paloma. 
One highlight of the trip for the students was the 
visit to the Willis (AKA Sears) Tower, the tallest 
building in the United States. The Skydeck was 
“very cool.” The girls also enjoyed their shopping. 
One night they and their chaperone, Virginia 
Morgan, went shopping at Water Tower, a 
towering mall filled with every teen girl’s dream 
shops. “We barely fit in the back of the taxi on the 
way home, we had so many bags,“ said Mariana. 
“Miss Virginia couldn’t see our faces from the front 
seat!” The students also went  on trips to the Field 
Museum, a behind-the-scenes tour of the Shedd 
Aquarium, bowling, to an all-American Super Bowl 
party, and ate LOTS of Chicago-style pizza.
 
“I was very proud of our ASFG students,” said 
Virginia Morgan. “They were polite, focused, 
motivated, and charming. The host families loved 
them. I even had a CCS teacher ask me if there 
were job openings at ASFG. He thought our kids 
were wonderful.”  Every student was a little sad to 
leave, and there were tears from one American 
host mother. 

“This was a most memorable trip,” concluded 
Paco.

Chicago
Exchange

2012
by Virginia T. Morgan - Upper School Librarian
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Una gran competencia 
de proyectos 
multimedia en Quito, 
Ecuador
Amanda Guzmán de 3-26

Me gusta la computación y los concursos, por eso quise 
entrar a participar en el Proyecto Multimedia y quise 
hacerlo sola pues así me organizo más y puedo hacer el 
proyecto en mi  recámara. 

Hice mi proyecto con PIVOT (programa) donde puse a 
unos marcianos que vienen a la Tierra y no les gusta que 
esté tan sucia; llevan a los humanos a su planeta Marciano 
que está muy bonito, pero los humanos lo empiezan a 
destruir y los meten a la cárcel, a ver si así aprendemos a 
respetar el planeta. Después le puse títulos, pero como 
PIVOT no sirve para eso, mi papá me enseñó a hacerlo con 
movie maker. Al final le puse una canción que me gusta 
mucho: “Color esperanza”.

Hice 8 escenas, la primera fue para convencer a mi papá 
de que ya se hacer animaciones, y ya después solo fue 
para hacer la historia más larga y bonita.

El día del viaje a Ecuador me levanté a las 3 de la mañana. 
A las 5 de la mañana abordé el avión y a las 2:30 llegamos 
a Ecuador. Los papás de Nicolás, uno que fue a Infomatrix 
Rumania nos llevaron a la mitad del mundo. Primero fuimos 
al que no es realidad y me dio mucha risa porque una 
turista de Estados Unidos estaba parando su celular en la 
línea 0 para ver si la línea lo jalaba. Después Angelita y 
Ángel, los papás de Nicolás, nos llevaron al museo de sitio 
que es donde está la verdadera mitad del mundo. Lo que 
me gustó fue: las cabecitas encogidas, la anaconda 
muerta, etc. Lo que me encantó fue que cuando caminas 
en la línea con los ojos cerrados, los brazos extendidos y los 
pulgares arriba como que te jala la energía y te vas de 

lado, también como hay un clavo y un huevo y debes 
¡parar al huevo sobre el clavo! (mi papá pudo pero yo no).  
Cuando todos se iban a ver otra cosa un amigo se quedó 
conmigo; estaba tan desesperada por no poder detener el 
huevo en el clavo que ya casi lo rompía pero mi amigo me 
detuvo, que mal.

Al siguiente día me levanté a las 8 de la mañana y fui a 
preparar mi stand. En una hora muchas escuelas vinieron. 
Yo no estaba nerviosa, me gustó, no me cansé y 2 jueces 
me pusieron 41 pero una juez me puso 35 (lo normal de 
calificación es 30). Cuando acabó eso Angelita me llevó a 
Gus es como McDonald’s. Lo más rico fueron los 
quimbaletes - es como tamal de dulce con pasas, 
¡delicioso!

Al siguiente día fue la premiación. Antes hubo concursos de 
robótica y una plática de Raul Cálao quien hace huevo 
cartón. Me dieron medalla de Plata. Después cuando 
terminó la premiación Angelita me llevó al teleférico, muy 
frio pero valió la pena. Cuando bajamos había una feria, 
me subí a un juego muy divertido y mi papá se subió para 
cuidarme pero descubrí que yo era la que cuidaba a mi 
papá. También me subí a una montaña rusa, era muy 
padre. Cuando terminó me quería subir de nuevo pero mi 
papá no me dejó. 

Al siguiente día fuimos a un carro y nos llevó hacia el 
Amazonas, al canope - que se significa tirolesa. A mi no me 
dio miedo y estaba chispiando, era espectacular.

Nos fuimos al Hotel y en la mañana nos regresamos. 
Cuando estaba en Panamá mi papá me compró un 
Nintendo XL rosa por ganar plata. Esperé 4 horas y a las 4 
horas me fui - que mala suerte había un señor que me 
daba codazos en el avión.

Me gustó mucho la experiencia. Aprendí mucho,  me sirvió 
de reto, demostré que a pesar de ser  chiquita no me daba 
miedo exponer y ahora quiero ir a Rumania a concursar 
pero mi papá me dice todavía debo esperar.
El fin.  

por Alejandro Garza

Enhorabuena a 
nuestros equipos de 
básquetbol que 
participaron en el 
torneo ASOMEX llevado 
a cabo del 28 de enero 
al 1 de febrero del 
2012. El equipo de la 

categoría juvenil C femenil conformado por: 
Pamela Quirarte, Valeria Guerra, Ana Carla 
Naranjo, Melissa Santos, Ana Paula Rueda, Miri 
Nai Park, María José Flores, Carolina Guerrero, 
Angélica Porras, Adriana Iturbide, Barbara 
Negrete y Alejandra Aranguren con el 
entrenador Max Ruiz obtuvieron el segundo lugar 
y el anhelado trofeo del espíritu deportivo. A su 
vez el equipo varonil de la categoría juvenil B, el 
cual estuvo conformado por: Juan Pablo 
Albanes, Francis McCann, Josué Llamas, 
Alejandro Tostado, Jorge Albanes, José Pablo 
Rueda, Gabriel Padilla, Manuel Ney, David 
Santiago, Juan Pablo Iturbide, Marcus Moix y Jun 
Bai Park y el entrenador Luis Raul Rodríguez, logró 
el campeonato. Por otra parte nuestro 
representativo de Juvenil C varonil conformado 
por: Alejandro Tostado, David Santiago, Roberto 
Guajardo, Roberto Sanchez, Fernando Lopez, 
Santiago Guenther, Sun Min An, Alexis Beas y el 
entrenador Edgar Leal, lograron obtener el tercer 
lugar. ¡Muchas felicidades campeones!

Nuestros 
equipos 
de futbol 
de Juvenil 
B y C 
regresaron 
de su 

participación en el Torneo ASOMEX realizado del 
11 al 15 de febrero en la ciudad de Puebla, 
logrando el cuarto y quinto lugar 
respectivamente. Mis felicitaciones a cada uno 

de nuestros alumnos y entrenadores por mostrar 
dentro y fuera de la cancha un gran trabajo en 
equipo. Los equipos estuvieron conformados por: 
Alexis Beas, Jorge Igartua, Diego Martinez, Rafael 
Zaragoza, Javier Martinez, Rodrigo López, José 
Antonio Salame, German Rosales, Andrés 
Martinez, Bernardo López, Fernando Carillo, 
Fernando Padilla, Mario de la Higuera, Germán 
Magaña, Pablo González, Ramiro Aguirre, Juan 
Pablo Albanes, Sergio Castro, Diego Escudero, 
Santiago García, Ignacio Hernandez, Alejandro 
Hernandez, Alvaro Martinez, Maximiliano Mata, 
Guillermo Ramírez y Luis Pablo Cornejo con los 
entrenadores Pepe Sandoval, Arturo Magaña, 
Ramón Barbarin y Juan Pablo Becerra. ¡Nos 
sentimos orgullosos de su esfuerzo y disciplina 
como estudiantes y deportistas!

Con las participación de 6 ponentes de 
diferentes países (México, Argentina, España y 
Cuba) y 200 maestros de Educación Física y 
entrenadores deportivos se llevó a cabo del 12 al 
15 de enero el 2do. Congreso Internacional de 
Educación Física y Deporte Escolar ASFG.
La intención de este noble proyecto educativo 
fue en primera instancia, la capacitación y   
actualización de todo el personal del 
departamento de Educación Física y Deportes. 
Además el promover este congreso más allá de 
nuestra comunidad educativa crea un espacio 
de conocimientos de áreas y campos de 
investigaciones propios de la educación física, 
iniciación deportiva y deporte escolar.

ASOMEX DE
BÁSQUETBOL Y FUTBOL

2DO. CONGRESO
INTERNACIONAL DE
EDUCACIÓN FÍSICA
Y DEPORTE ESCOLAR
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pe & sports it´s elementary



A Concert 
Pianist
IN THE MAKING
My name is Daniela Liebman. 
I am 9 years old and I play the piano. 

I started studying music at the age of three and by 
five years old, I was training hard. I got a very good 
teacher at an early age and started to win 
competitions. I won my first competition when I 
was 7 years old. It was at a national piano 
competition in Monterrey. I participated in the 
Varallo International Piano Festival in Milan, Italy 
back in April 2010. I won first place, representing 
Mexico, in an international music competition in 
Madrid, Spain back in March of 2011. In June, 2011 
I participated in the Elan International Festival in 
Dallas, Texas. At that time, I also gave a concert at 
the Mexican Consulate in Dallas and I did radio 
and television interviews. I was the youngest 
participant at the Schlern International Music 
Festival in Tirol del Sur, Italy during the summer of 
2011. 
I began my soloist career before the 
Aguascalientes Symphony Orchestra back in 
February 2012 and I have been invited to be a 
soloist and open two concerts with the 
Philharmonic Jalisco Orchestra at the Teatro 
Degollado on February 24 and 26. In April, I have 
been invited to play piano for the world renowned 
contemporary piano music composer, Sergei 
Slonimskyuno’s 80th birthday in Saint Petersburg, 
Russia. In May, 2012 I will play in Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan, Asia. And, in June, I will participate in 
one of the most important worldwide 
competitions, the Russian International Music 
Competition in San Jose, California and in July I will 
give a concert at the Elan International Festival in 
the city of Dallas, Texas.

I am currently studying at the Instituto Universitario 
de Bellas Artes in the city of Colima. I have had to 
sacrifice a lot of parties, ceremonies, movies, and 
play dates because of the piano but my dream is 
to become a fantastic, international concert 
pianist. I now know that sacrificing all of these 
things and the hundreds of fights I’ve had with my 
dad while practicing with me, and all the hours in 
front of the piano have been worth it because I 
enjoy the piano so much and my skills are very 
developed. So, you can see that I have a very 
busy schedule but I am happy to say that my 
dream is becoming a reality. And, if you haven’t 
guessed it, I love the piano! 

        

No estudio para saber mas,
si no para ignorar menos.
- Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz

La misión del ASFG de contribuir a formar en sus 
alumnos una mente crítica y creativa, y hacer de 
ellos comunicadores efectivos y colaboradores 
con la comunidad, ha empezado a recolectar 
los frutos de esta labor. Los hoy padres de 
alumnos del ASFG y antes alumnos en el mismo 
colegio, han continuado su proceso de 
aprendizaje con la oportunidad que nos brinda 
la escuela de padres con sus diferentes cursos y 
conferencias.

Los que antes veníamos a tomar clases en las 
aulas del colegio, hoy seguimos con nuestro 
crecimiento académico. El haber convivido con 
la diversidad que existe en el ASFG hace que los 
cursos sean una verdadera opción para reforzar 
los lazos que nos unen a nuestro colegio, al 
mismo tiempo que nos convertimos en mejores 
padres y ciudadanos.

Asociación de Ex Alumnos del ASFG 

Daniela Liebman, in 3-26, put
on two fantastic concerts on Friday, 

February 24 and Sunday, February 
26 at the Teatro Degollado where 

she played with Jalisco’s 
Philharmonic Orchestra. She led the 

orchestra and played the grand 
piano with amazing self-confidence 

and sheer joy. We truly admire 
Daniela for her hard work and 

dedication and for all that she has 
accomplished at such a young age.

Dani, your American School family
is very proud of you!
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This year pre-first students studied the Lunar 
New Year (most commonly known as the
Chinese New Year). The Lunar New Year is 
celebrated all across Asia (Mainland China, 
Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Singapore, Vietnam, Cambodia, and in 
Chinatowns all over the world). Many 
people living in Europe, Canada, and US 
celebrate this holiday as well. The 
celebrations are quite different in each 
country, but one thing remains the same - 
the common theme of family. Just like the 
January 1st New Year, the Lunar New Year is 
a time for family gatherings, reunions, and 
reflections.

Pre-first students learned that the Lunar 
New Year never begins on the same day of 
the year. They found out the festivities 
begin on the first full moon of the year and 
last for 15 days. They also explored the 
Lunar Calendar and how it follows a 12 
year cycle and every year is named for an 
animal.

Students read about the colors and 
symbols of the New Year. They learned that 
red symbolizes good luck and happiness. 
They learned about the red envelopes filled 
with money that children receive from their 
relatives. They read about the dragon 
parades and the lion dancers. They learned 
that the dragon is not as scary and evil as 
in other cultures, but that it is a symbol of 
strength and good luck. This is why the 
dragon is so present in the Lunar New Year 
parades. Students learned that lanterns are 
a very important part of the New Year 
celebration as well and the 15th day of 
New Year is known as the Festival of 
Lanterns. It marks the end of Chinese New 
Year. 

Students enjoyed reading many fiction and 
non-fiction books about the Lunar New 
Year from the extensive collection we have 
in our school library. Our school librarian 
also read books aloud to them about the 
celebration and taught them about the 
Lunar Calendar. They also watched video 
clips and explored other online resources to 
help them learn as much as they could 
about the holiday. We also enjoyed visits 
from the parents of two of our Chinese 
students who came to speak to us about 
how they celebrate the Chinese New Year 
with their families. Students loved the art 
projects that were a part of this unit. They 
made colorful dragons, lanterns, and noise 
makers. They explored the ancient Chinese 
puzzle called the Tangram in computer 
class. In music class, they listened to music 
and sang songs about the Lunar New Year. 

As a culminating event for the unit, pre-first 
students participated in a Lunar New Year 
parade led by a colorful dragon. They 
invited their parents and the entire school 
to the parade. After the parade, the 
students performed the Ribbon Song they 
learned in their music class. The music from 
the xylophones (played by the elementary 
choir) could be heard all over our campus. 
Each child waved their colorful ribbon as 
they performed the song and wished 
everyone a happy New Year 
GUNG HAY FAT CHOY!

high school l ife

Lunar New Year
by Virginia Markman
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This year during the Model United Nations class we 
have done a variety of different projects and 
activities. One project that has stood out is PenPal 
News. PenPal News is a web site that connects 
students around the world to discuss articles about 
what is currently going on in their community. 

Our class began to use PenPal News in the last 
months of 2011, and we were linked to pen-pals 
form Jacksonville, Florida. After we had introduced 
ourselves we began to discuss articles ranging from 
Felipe Calderon’s television show promoting 
tourism in Mexico to traffic problems in Florida. 
During the months that we kept in touch with 
students in Florida, we began to get to know each 
other very well. I myself found out that my pen-pal, 
Sophie, was also very interested in basketball. 
Unfortunately, we were unable to continue the 
program with students in Jacksonville because 
they couldn’t find enough time. On the bright side, 
we just recently began the program again with 
students from New Jersey. I can’t wait to get to 
know more about them and the place they live. 

The PenPal News program was an activity that 
greatly benefited the 8th grade Model United 
Nations class. I think it is an excellent opportunity to 
learn another perspective and discuss our ideas 
with people from around the globe. It was really 
fascinating to learn what people from Florida 
thought about the current drug conflict in Mexico, 
and about the fact that the current president is 
working on a tourism show. This program should be 
frequently used as a learning tool for future 
generations. 

“We see the point of view of 
another kid”
-Ale Coquera

“PenPal News, connecting the 
world in an easy way to use a 
learning environment.
Everybody loves it.” 
-Daniel Soberanes

“You learn about different cultures 
and the way they think.” 
-Fernanda Gonzalez

“PenPal News helps students 
come together from all around the 
world.”
-Jackie Ting

“PenPal News erases stereotypes 
and connects the world.”
-Renata Bricio

PenPal News:

Connecting the 
students around 
the world
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by Francis McCann



Today I had a wonderful day.
2-18 went to a school named Jardín de Niños 
Elena Zapata. The students in there were very 
happy and intrested when I read to the them.
Ms. Dawn, Ms. Barbara, Ms. Yoli Cruz and Mr. 

Scott came too. When I was reading Mr. Scott 
take me a picture at there recess. The moms of 
my classroom gave us sandwiches and some 
water. When we were going the childrens of 

the school tell us good bie and we said good 
bie too. I will like to go back to the school

The resson that we went to the school is that 
they don´t have a lot of books. That school has 
about 30 books in their library. The ASFG have a 

lot of books and that´s why we helped that 
school. When I went I felt very sad about their 

school and I was very thankful.
I would like to help that

school more.

Ana Paula Rivera, 2-18

Una gran experiencia
Bienvenidos a el Jardín
de niños Elena Zapata

Hoy tuve una gran experiencia a el “Jardín de 
niños Elena Zapata”. Fuimos a entregar todos los 

libros que juntamos entre todos. Cuando 
llegamos todos los niñitos nos aplaudieron y yo 

estaba muy nerviosa. Luego nos sentamos y nos 
dieron una gran bienvenida. Cuando acabamos 

todos en grupos de 4 nos ibamos a leerles 
cuentos a los niños. Uno que yo les leí se llamaba 

“El mono azul” y yo les pregunté a los niños del 
kinder cuando estaba leyendo que quien habia 
visto monos azules y una niña levantó la mano y 

me dijo que ella había visto un mono morado y le
pregunté que cuando y que en donde y ella me 

contesta en “Dora la Exploradora”.
Luego les pasé libros a cada uno para que los 

vieran, pero despues ya era hora de comer 
sandwitches y estaban muy ricos. Jugamos con 

los niños y al final les entregamos unos 
separadores de libro que nosotros habiamos 

echo y al final ellos nos dieron otros separadores 
de libro. Yo estuve muy feliz con

los niños y me divertí mucho.

Andrea Calderón, 2-18

Inés Gómez Aguado Novaro
Hoy es miércoles 15 de febrero del 2012

En mi vista al “Jardín de Niños Cipriana Gutierrez 
Rodriguez” me sentí asombrada al ver que los 

niños estaban contentos.
La Directora, Virginia sánches, era muy gentil y 

alegre. La alegría es la clave del gran 
entusiasmo, armonía, gentileza, lealtad y el 

espiritu del amor y sentimiento por otros.
Yo, quiero agradecer a Ms. Yoli Cruz por este gran 
paseo lleno de alegría, amor y cariño. Me gustó 

ver a los niños felices. Para mi on un solo niño feliz 
es bastante para mi corazón y alma pura.

¡Te quiero “Jardín de Niños”! Amo ver a seos niños 
felices. Un libro es alegría eterna. Los niños de ese

kinder son muy generosos al dejarnos visitar su 
paraíso de preescolar.
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Sharing books and stories



Helping Students
Set the Direction
for Their Learning
by Patrizia Micelli

As my students file noisily out of my classroom,
I get more and more depressed. One by one, 
they carelessly toss their graded essays - along 
with all my thoughtful, constructive feedback - 
into the green recycling bin next to the door.
Besides feeling furious that they so 
nonchalantly threw away what amounts to 12 
hours of late-night marking, I wonder if my 
students learned anything from all that 
feedback I so meticulously wrote on their work 
and on the rubric. I was so careful to point out 
what they did well along with what they 
needed to work on so they could improve their 
writing and thinking. I did everything that all 
the research said a teacher should do. But all 
of my helpful feedback is now getting 
recycled or lying on the floor with footprints all 
over it. Did any of it stick???

Getting students to actually reflect on teacher 
feedback is a universal problem. One solution 
is to have students use the teacher’s 
comments to evaluate themselves and set 
their own learning goals. Using a Learning 
Target Analysis and Goal Setting Form is an 
effective way to guide students through this 
process, since it requires them to acknowledge 
the specific skills or content they’ve mastered, 
and it helps them identify their weaknesses. 
They can also decide which learning targets 
they will work on in the future and how they 
will go about improving.

Analyzing their own performance and setting 
their own goals helps students be reflective 
and self-directed learners - which makes all 
those hours of late-night marking worthwhile.

Look at the feedback on your assignment and try to set meaningful goals for the development of your skills.

   My strengths (skills I can already do well):

   My areas for growth:

   My learning goals (the end results I want to achieve for the next assignment):

   Strategies I can use or activities I can do to achieve my goal:

Goal Setting

Name:                               Class:               Date:
Assignment:

Skills I need to work on Reason they are an weak areafor this assignment

I can organize myself quite well and when I write I know what I'm doing. I really know how to get started with my essay. 

For my next assignment I would like to have better grammar and a better word choice in my sentences. I would love to learn some great words that I could use. I also need to work on the tiny things that make my work look improper, for example my grammar and capitalization. .

I should probably read more and I should be more creative and wise with my writing. Reading is the answer for good writing. 

I can organize myself quite well 
and when I write I know what 
I'm doing. I really know how to 
get started with my essay. 

I do not read a lot, so I do not have a big vocabulary. I did not use the transitional words. 

Diego Escudero                       8-1         Feb.20, 2012
        LA Curious Incident Essay

Look at the feedback on your assignment and try to set meaningful goals for the 
development of your skills.

   My strengths (skills I can already do well):

   My areas for growth:

   My learning goals (the end results I want to achieve for the next 
assignment):

   Strategies I can use or activities I can do to achieve my goal:

Goal Setting
Name:                               Class:               Date:Assignment:

Skills I need to work on Reason they are an weak areafor this assignment

My examples are very detailed and I referenced the page number on each quote. 
My first two paragraphs were okay.

For my next assignment I will pay more attention to the instructions. I will 
relate my paragraph with the topic sentence.

I think that I would read with more attention the instructions or ask the 
teacher. The activities we do on the AceReader are helping me a lot to 
understand what I read. 

-In the last paragraph the examples don’t have anything to do with the topic sentence.
-Not all my examples actually prove the point I’m making on the topic sentence.

-In the essay guide I got very confused in the conclusion part, so I think that my confusion was reflected in the paragraph I made.

Sara C. Rodriguez             8-1       Feb. 20, 2012      Curious Incident Essay

Look at the feedback on your assignment and try to set meaningful goals for the development of your skills.

   My strengths (skills I can already do well):

   My areas for growth:

   My learning goals (the end results I want to achieve for the next assignment):

   Strategies I can use or activities I can do to achieve my goal:

Goal Setting

Name:                               Class:               Date:Assignment:

Skills I need to work on Reason they are an weak areafor this assignment

Some of my strengths are giving a lot of specific supporting details. I got an excellent grade on that part and I do it very well. Another strength I have is in sentence structure. My sentences are clear and there is correct structure. Another good skill is organization.

I want to get better at word choice to use more words and not repeat as much. I also want to get better at my spelling and grammar. 

For mechanics I think I should check my work before tuning it in and revising it. I think I do it fast and don’t check it enough to see if I have mistakes and grammar problems. For word choice I think I could use the thesaurus more to use more words and not repeat as much. I think the major problem is to revise my work before I turn it in. 

The skills I need to work on are word choice and 
mechanics. 

In word choice I am weak because I don’t use a variety of strong words and I repeat a lot of words. Another skill I need to work on is mechanics because I had a lot of misspelled words. I also had a lot of punctuation errors and I need to work on that. 

Stephanie Lukac             8-4      Feb.20, 2012      Curious Incident Essay Topic #1

Look at the feedback on your assignment and try to set meaningful goals for the 

development of your skills.

   My strengths (skills I can already do well):

   My areas for growth:

   My learning goals (the end results I want to achieve for the next 

assignment):

   Strategies I can use or activities I can do to achieve my goal:

Goal Setting

Name:                               Class:               Date:

Assignment:

Skills I need to work on
Reason they are an weak area

for this assignment

Hook the reader, use goo
d word choice, use good 

examples to support my 
main 

point, using transitions wo
rds correctly, writing in a

 generally organized way
. 

Have better spelling and 
give the readers closure 

within my conclusion. 

Restate my main thesis i
n the conclusion in a mor

e developed, creative way
 in order 

to wrap up my essay we
ll. 

Writing a more complete 

conclusion and give closu
re 

within it.

The conclusion was a bit
 messy and confusing. 

Generally awkward to re
ad.

Paula Aranguren 
            8-4 

     Feb. 20, 2012

      Curious Incident Es
say

Look at the feedback on your assignment and try to set meaningful goals for the 

development of your skills.

   My strengths (skills I can already do well):

   My areas for growth:

   My learning goals (the end results I want to achieve for the next 

assignment):

   Strategies I can use or activities I can do to achieve my goal:

Goal Setting

Name:        
                       C

lass:               Date:

Assignment:

Skills I need to work on
Reason they are an weak area

for this assignment

-Supporting Detail
s

-Introduction

-Body Paragraphs

-Sentence Structu
re

-Sentences are cl
ear

-Language: Mechanics

For the next essa
y I write I want to get a 90% 

or above. I want to get better
 at using a rich 

variety of words. 

I can use a thesa
urus to get more synonyms. I can use bette

r strong words than before. 

If I do this I thin
k I can get a bet

ter grade because
 this was the one thing 

that made my 

grade go lower. 

- I need to use a 
rich variety of 

strong words

- Because I didn’t
 use a thesaurus 

and I used the 

same words all over. 

Rodrigo Diaz del C
astillo                8-

3       Feb.20, 201
2

       Curious Inc
ident Essay

Look at the feedback on your assignment and try to set meaningful goals for the 

development of your skills.

   My strengths (skills I can already do well):

   My areas for growth:

   My learning goals (the end results I want to achieve for the next 

assignment):

   Strategies I can use or activities I can do to achieve my goal:

Goal Setting

Name:                               Class:               Date:

Assignment:

Skills I need to work on
Reason they are an weak area

for this assignment

My biggest strengths are writing my body paragraphs with a clear topic, and 

making the information in my paragraphs related to that topic. 
I’m also good at 

writing the introduction and the hook 
with clear ideas of what my whole essay 

is going to be about. I used words correctly and I followed the formatting 

guidelines.

I would concentrate more in my work to do it step by step and not 
all in a 

hurry of last minute. I would also ask the teacher for more help or ask her 

any questions I have about how to do something.

Share my essay with other people so that they can al
so give me their point of 

view about it.

- Phrase my ideas clearly and 
naturally.
- Have facts from the book 
or the main source that will 
support my thesis.
- I need to make a clear 
conclusion.
- Make essay easier to read 
to guide the reader and make 
the ideas flow

- Because I translated a lot of thing
s from 

English to Spanish and in the essay 
it 

sounded awkward.
- I forgot to use examples because I was 

writing more about my point of view of 
the book and the plot
- I wrote my conclusion last minute with 
no help from the teacher and it was 
difficult to make.
- I didn’t know how to write some things 
and make them sound good so when you 
read the essay it doesn’t sound right

.

Valeria Quirarte Himes             8-3       Feb.21, 2012

      Curious Incident Essay
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¿Qué motiva
a un niño a 
aprender?
por Karla Solana, EC teacher

El potencial que tiene un 
niño puede ser llevado tan 
lejos como se le permita. 
Esto es verdad a cualquier 
edad, aunque como 
maestra de preescolar, es 
con los niños pequeños con 
quien lo constato día a día.
Ellos aprenden de todo lo 
que ven, oyen y hacen. Su 
curiosidad los lleva a querer 

tocar, manipular, oler, observar y explorar el 
mundo que les rodea. Es esta maravillosa 
curiosidad la que despierta y mueve al niño; una 
curiosidad que es nata, que es un regalo para 
todos. Los niños nacen con ella y la van 
desarrollando en la medida en que su ambiente 
los motive. Pero nos preguntamos como papás y 
educadores, ¿estoy proviendo a este niño con el 
ambiente rico y variado que necesita?

En la medida en que podamos brindarle al niño 
este tipo de ambiente, él se motivará para 
explorar. Por medio de esta exploración el niño 
irá construyendo aprendizajes y en la medida en 
que lo disfrute, querrá aprender más.
Como papás y maestros, vamos acompañando 
a los niños en estos procesos, los vamos 
observando, los vamos cuestionando y vamos 
describiéndoles sus logros para que los escuchen 
también en palabras. Los niños se van dando 
cuenta de sus éxitos y los van reflexionando. Ellos 
van hacienda sus propias interpretaciones y 
crecen en su seguridad. Vamos entonces 
generando una actitud positiva hacia el 
aprendizaje y el crecimiento personal.

Si el niño recibe un apoyo correcto y respetuoso 
por parte de sus papás y maestros, sus 
experiencias de aprendizaje serán positivas y 
conservará una actitud motivada que lo impulse 
a querer explorar y saber más. ¡Es esto lo que 
queremos, que nuestros niños quieran aprender, 
que lo disfruten y que crean en sí mismos!

Estarán también de acuerdo conmigo, que esta 
no es solo una actitud que queremos para 
cuando son pequeños, queremos que esta sea 
una actitud que los acompañe en su vida, 
incluso en su vida adulta. Ahora, cuando están a 
nuestro cargo es cuando podemos lograr la 
diferencia. PREGUNTAS QUE NOS PODEMOS HACER:

Debemos siempre ser cuidadoso con los premios 
y recompensas que damos. Estos por lo general 
motivan, pero es una motivación que viene de 
fuera y pronto pasa el efecto. La motivación 
verdadera debe de venir de dentro, de un interés 
genuino del niño por realizar una actividad 
determinada. De ahí la importancia de 
escucharlo.

Es importante describir, describir, describir. Diga 
con palabras lo que le llamó la atención. 
Describa el esfuerzo y la persistencia del niño más 
que el logro.

Concluyo enfatizando la importancia de nuestro 
papel como padres y maestros de observar, 
cuestionar y describir los logros del niño.  Los 
invito a intentarlo.  Si el niño nos ve observando 
su trabajo, sabrá que es importante para 
nosotros, su rostro mostrará esos procesos de 
reflexión guiados por nuestras preguntas y su 
sonrisa al escuchar nuestras descripciones nos 
mostrará que se ha dado cuenta con exactitud 

lo que ha hecho bien y probablemente querrá 
repetirlo. Esta en nuestras manos formar personas 
seguras de sí mismas, motivadas, autónomas y 
reflexivas.  

¿Elige retos por sí mismos? Para 
alentar a esto, podemos darle 

opciones para que la elección sea 
realmente del niño.

¿Es persistente? ¿Se queda inmerso en la 
actividad que está realizando por un tiempo 
considerable, incluso si se le presenta algún 
problema? Para enseñar persistencia debemos 
proponerle al niño alguna actividad que le 
presente un pequeño reto pero que no sea 
abrumador.

“Lograste equilibrar todos esos 
bloques de madera que pusiste 
en tu puente”

“Los colores que elegiste para 
tu dibujo combinan muy bien. 
Hacen que el amarillo en la 
melena del león resalte”

“Utilizaste varias estrategias 
para resolver tu problema. 
Primero... cuando viste que no 
funcionó, no te diste por 
vencido e intentaste…”

“Las palabras 
que utilizaste 
para describir 
tu historia me 
ayudaron a 
imaginárme lo 
que estaba 
pasando muy 
claramente”
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The DMI Building, Avenida Patria 1300, Zapopan, Jalisco as seen in the 3D Building Layer of Google Earth.
SketchUp model by Mauricio Rafael Núñez, 9th grade student

RAISING GUADALAJARA: 
A community contribution using technology
by Luis Eduardo Bermudez Ham, 9th grade student

We were concerned when our geometry teacher 
announced that every 9th grade student would 
have to create a virtual 3-D scale model of a 
building in Guadalajara for our first quarter 
project. It was about 2 months into school and we 
had yet to turn our MacBooks on, so we thought 
that an old guy like Dr. Butler was just not into 
technology; then this assignment came.

The earth is flat in Google Earth; buildings don’t 
really stand out. Fortunately, cities do become 
more realistic when the “3D building layer” is 
selected and virtual 3D models take the place of 
their 2D counterparts, making whatever is on 

screen come alive. These models are created 
using a free software program called Google 
SketchUp and our teacher’s dream was for our 
class to improve the cityscape of Guadalajara in 
Google Earth by quite literally “raising” it.

Each student selected a building and then visited 
the building to take photographs. Next, as 
purposeful learners using self-guided tutorials, we 
became proficient in SketchUp and used this tool 
to create the basic geometric shapes of our 
buildings. To add realism we carefully applied our 
photographs to the model’s surface to produce a 
photographic façade using a technique called 
photo texturing. Lastly, all students submitted their 
models to an independent 3rd party review panel 
to be evaluated for inclusion in Google Earth. As 
of this writing, sixteen buildings in Guadalajara’s 
depiction in Google Earth were created by ASFG 
high school students.

A Cricket Project 

in Early Childhood

One day the students in PK-5 discovered a cricket 
in our patio. The students were really excited and 
began creating a safe home in our classroom for 
the cricket to live. Students were motivated to 
write down what they knew about crickets as well 
as share their previous experiences with crickets. 

“They jump and make noises.” 
“They make noises and some are yellow. They 
have antennae and tails. They speak at night.” 
“They bite, or probably not, but they are very fast.” 
“They say cric-cric.” 
“They eat.” 
“They jump and they have families.” 

The students began to have questions about 
crickets and so we asked them how they wanted 
to look for the information.

“In books.”
“In a book of “Everything about crickets.”
“On the computer.”
“By looking at the cricket.”
“If we make a list, we can learn one thing after the 
other until we finish.”

Through these different approaches to our 
research, the children found answers to most of 
their questions.

One morning, the children discovered the cricket 
was gone and began to develop theories
to explain the missing cricket:

“He escaped.”
“He’s hiding under the plants.”
“Maybe he went home because he wanted to be 
with mommy and daddy.”
“Maybe he went to meet his brothers and sisters.”
“He ran away, but he’ll be back.”

Using the “Project Approach” methodology I was 
allowed the opportunity to learn with and from my 
students. This approach helped me focus on 
listening to children’s ideas and theories. In 
essence, the children’s ideas become a guide for 
my instructional planning.

“Children have a strong disposition to explore and 
discover. The Project Approach builds on
natural curiosity, enabling children to interact, 
question, connect, problem-solve,
communicate, reflect, and more. This kind of 
authentic learning extends beyond the

classroom to each student's home, community, 
nation, and the world. It essentially makes
learning the stuff of real life and children active 
participants in and shapers of their worlds.“
- Dr. Sylvia Chard, Professor Emeritus of Early 
Childhood Education at the University of Alberta,
Canada. Dr. Chard has taught numerous courses
in many countries all over the world, including 
ASFG.

by Patty Gutiérrez, PK5 teacher
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Imagination Playground es un material que 
recién llegó al preescolar, creado para fomentar 
la actividad lúdica e innovadora. Consiste en un 
set de bloques de polietileno rígido, en varios 
tamaños y figuras. Los bloques son resistente al 
sol, el calor, hongos, corrosión y 
micro-organismos. Los niños pueden construir, 
diseñar, crear, aprender y experimentar con ellos 
de mil maneras diferentes, a través de su mejor 
herramienta: el juego, y en una de sus lugares 
favoritos - el jardín de la escuela.

David Rockwell, ex alumno del ASFG es  uno de 
los creadores de este equipo que ahora esta 
llegando a muchos lugares en el mundo. 
Curiosamente, la idea de crear un nuevo tipo de 
parque de juegos público le vino a la mente 
cuando pidió un escritorio para los trabajos de 
arte de sus hijos, y ellos en lugar de disfrutar el 
escritorio, comenzaron a jugar con la caja donde 
venía el escritorio, así como con los empaques 
de foamy que también venían en esta caja.

Desde que llegó este novedoso material, nuestros 
alumnos de preescolar han explorado diferentes 
formas de juego, creando desde sencillas 
casitas, barcos piratas, una pista de carreras 
para pelotas, un gimnasio, un castillo, pistolas de 
agua, en fin... decenas de ideas que hasta el 
momento han sido plasmadas físicamente por los 
alumnos de este colegio con Imagination 
Playground.

El juego que se desarrolla cada vez que los niños 
usan Imagination Playground, va evolucionando 
y se convierte mas complejo y creativo, creando 
diversión, y nuevos retos en cada sesión de 
juego.

Imagination Playground desarrolla y estimula 
diferentes aspectos de aprendizaje del niño a 
través del juego libre y simbólico: socialización,
colaboración, creatividad, exploración, 
incrementa sus niveles de imaginación y 
experimentación, además de practicar aspectos 
académicos como lenguaje, matemáticas, 

ciencias, psicomotricidad, arte y
fortalecer tanto el cuerpo como la
mente.

El hecho de que este material
viene en piezas sueltas, permite 
a los alumnos tener un mayor 
sentido de pertenencia y de 
responsabilidad en su juego, 
tanto individual, como en grupo.

Todo el personal de preescolar
fue capacitado para poder
apoyar a nuestros niños mientras 
usan y juegan con este material. 
Hemos aprendido a no seguir 
preguntando a los alumnos 
“¿que estas haciendo?”. 
A observar primero y usar frases 
descriptivas como “veo que estás 
cambiando el túnel para que las 
pelotas se muevan mas rápido”,  
“Por qué crees que se está 
trabando allí?”.

En lo personal, este set de 
actividades me lleva a recordar 
muchos años atrás, cuando yo era 
niño, cuando jugábamos con 
objetos simples como botes, cajas, 
pelotas, que nos permitían ser 
activos y creativos al mismo tiempo. 
Imagination Playground me 
recuerda todo eso y me llena 
de gusto ver cuanto están 
disfrutando estos materiales.

by Daniel Soberanes

As the teacher gives 
instructions, you’re already too 
excited to get started. You pull 
the white rectangle from its bag 
and gently lay it on the desk. 
Flipping it open, you press the 
power button. As the screen 
comes alive, you think of how 
lucky you are to be in a school 
with such an interactive and 
modern programs as this one. 
Once it’s warmed up, you begin 
searching for the terms your 
teacher assigned. Before, you 
would have been made to look 
in a dictionary to find the same 
words you are finding with the 
click of a button right now. The 
best thing is, this is only the first 
period. There are still hours left 
of the day in which you’ll most 
likely be asked to write using 
word processors, make videos, 
and, after school, even listen to 
music without the need of an 
MP3 or even earphones. You 
sigh happily.

That is the beginning of a 
typical day in the life of a 
student at ASFG involved with 
the 1:1 program. The laptops 
have opened up a world of 
possibilities for the students here. 
Using them has created 
experiences we couldn’t 
imagine before. The entire world 
is literally at our fingertips; we 
are able to find anything we 
want if we know how to look for 
it. Of course, with so much 

power comes an equal amount 
of responsibility. 
Adapting to the rules of 
computers has been harder 
than adapting to any other 
rules, merely because of the 
draw the computers have on us. 
Still, we have managed. The 
good things about these 

machines greatly outweigh the 
bad things, so we do all we can 
to get the best out of this 
experience.

Not only is the information the 
laptops have provided great, 
but the actual things we can do 
with them have enhanced the 
learning experience. Before, we 
would handwrite essays about 
books we’d read; now we can 
create an entertaining video on 
our computers that delivers the 
same amount of knowledge in a 

more fun and exciting way. 
Sure, we’ve had some problems 
with the computers due to 
people not being happy about 
certain things, but everyone is 
able to overlook these problems 
and see the beauty of the 
machines.
      

All in all, it seems the computer 
program has been an excellent 
investment for the school. It 
really seems like a step into the 
future, and the future looks like 
a bright one. Whether it is from 
the delighted students or the 
marveling teachers, it seems 
praise for the laptops is a 
common factor. Let’s hope the 
school continues to expand its 
resources in attractive new 
ways.

por Ernesto Yanomé, maestro de deportes
de preescolar
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LIONS, TIGERS, 
AND BEARS, 
OH MY!
by Kristen Farrow

A big part of the science curriculum for ASFG first 
graders is the animal unit. In this unit, students 
learn about the different animal groups which 
include: mammals, fish, insects, birds, reptiles and 
amphibians. They study the life cycle, 
characteristics, and common body parts of each 
group. They learn about where animals live, what 
they eat, and how they survive. First graders are 
naturally curious about animals and enjoy 
studying them. 

My students in 1-17 created animal projects as a 
final assignment for the unit. Each person chose 
an animal to research. They drew their animal’s 
life cycle and habitat, and labeled its body parts.  
There was also a technology component to the 
project. In the computer lab, students used both 
paint and word processing programs to draw their 
animals and to type up interesting facts.

My first graders enjoyed researching, drawing, 

and writing about their animals. However, the 
most exciting part of the project was the objects 
that students brought in related to their animals, 
which we called “surprises.” The “surprises” 
included a real pet parrot, a hummingbird’s nest, 
a crocodile’s skull, a rattlesnake’s rattle, 
measurements of the wing span of an eagle, 
animal videos, non-fiction books, posters and 
pictures. The students were very excited about 
their “surprises” and couldn’t wait to show them 
off.

The students were confident as they presented 
their projects to their classmates, practicing their 
oral English and presentation skills. Students 
complemented each other’s drawings, were 
amazed at some of the interesting animal facts, 
and fascinated by the “surprises.” They were 
eager listeners during the presentations, and 
students asked each other thoughtful questions 
after each one. 

This is the third year that my students have done 
the animal projects. Each year, I have been 
impressed by the motivation and enthusiasm of 
the children. I have seen my students take 
initiative, exceed my expectations, and apply 
their knowledge in new and creative ways.

I believe that projects such as this one are a great 
way to engage students and motivate them to 
take ownership of their learning.

¿Para que participar
en el pr ograma de
Parents Schoo l?
Mtro. Moisés Contreras Reinoso, ITESO

Educar a un hijo en esta época de cambios se 
ha convertido en una de las actividades que 
demandan mayor atención y en muchos casos 
preocupación en los padres de familia. 
Los entornos, lugares, situaciones, ambientes 
donde se mueven los niños y jóvenes son muy 
estimulantes y están propiciando que aumente la 
dispersión, por consiguiente la falta de 
concentración a actividades complejas, cómo 
aprender música, ciencias, o hacer 
investigación; esto provoca que las habilidades 
de pensamiento necesarias para el estudio como 
la atención sostenida y la memoria de trabajo 
estén poco desarrolladas.

En esta época, donde mucho es virtual, digital y 
a todo a gran velocidad, se está perdiendo la 
paz para dialogar, pensar, discernir en los valores 
que requieren las familias, la sociedad. Nuestros 
hijos más que ser educados, desean ser 
estimulados. Por lo que se requiere de 
verdaderas estrategias familiares para formar 
éticamente a los hijos.

Participar en Parents School es una oportunidad 
de repensar la educación de los hijos; es el 
espacio para cuestionarse qué es lo que se está 
haciendo bien y que se puede mejorar. Es donde 
se pueden aprender estrategias más 
actualizadas para acompañar a los hijos, 
entenderlos y mejorar los patrones de 
comportamiento y hábitos de todos los miembros 
de la familia.

Sin duda lo más importante de Parents School es 
el espacio donde las familias comparten sus 
experiencias y llegan a acuerdos para generar 
los entornos más adecuados para los hijos, 
generando una cultura de salud, disciplina y 
amistad, clarificando los valores con los que se 
desea educar a los hijos.
Solo en el diálogo, respetuoso, con fundamentos 
científicos, más académico que dogmático, se 
pueden crear las bases de una sociedad más 
inteligente, con mayor conciencia social, más 
igualitaria, respetuosa y solidaria.

Los padres de familia que se dan el tiempo de 
asistir a los talleres de Parents School, tendrán 
mayores posibilidades de ir mejorando su 
quehacer como papás y disfrutar más la 
experiencia de educar un hijo, disminuyendo el 
estrés y ansiedad que se genera muchas veces 
cuando no se saber qué hacer en situaciones 
cotidianas de la casa.
Parents School, no te dará la receta para la 
formación de tu familia, te apoyará con bases 
cognitivas y estrategias para que tomes las 
mejores decisiones y confíes más en “tu sentido 
común”, lleno de experiencias, conocimientos y 
amor.

Koalas by José Pablo
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“Transforming 
EC classrooms,
one iPad at a 
time”
by Kerry Feeney, kindergarten teacher, Early Childhood 
technology specialist, and Apple Distinguished Educator

Crayons, magnets, play-dough, paintbrushes, and 
building blocks. These are items commonly found 
in early childhood classrooms, helping children 
learn in a hands-on, fun way. However, that's not 
all you'll find in the EC classrooms at ASFG. Digital 
cameras, 2 Mac computers, overhead projectors, 
LCD screens, and most recently, iPads are also a 
part of our program because we believe students 
can use these tools in an active way to explore 
concepts and document their own learning.

Our newest tech tool have been 5 iPads which 
have truly transformed our classes, giving students 
the freedom and ability to be mobile, creative, 
and most importantly, engaged, in what they are 
learning.  

Students practice their fine motor skills taking 
pictures using the iPad. They work together to hold 
it, press the button, and then review the pictures 
they have taken, zooming, pinching and rotating 
the photographs. Sharing one iPad in a class, 
students are learning how to work together, take 
turns, and help their classmates learn new skills.

“I found my house!” exclaimed Alice, a girl new to 
Mexico, when she used an application to see a 
360 degree view of the Eiffel Tower. The iPad allows 
students to break down the four walls of the 
classroom, using similar applications to see what 
it’s like to be inside a helicopter or at the top of a 
mountain in the Himalayas.   

Children like to be challenged and enjoy the 
sense of accomplishment when they finish 

something. Just recently, we took letter tracing to 
a whole new level. Children have been learning 
letters through many different manipulative, such 
as chalk and whiteboards, using play-dough or 
finger-painting. The iPad has become another 
essential element when it comes to literacy.  
Students in K6 have been challenged to create 
letters, not with a writing tool, but with their bodies. 
They work together to create the letter on the 
floor, and then another classmate stands on a 
chair to take a picture of them using the iPad.  
What happens next? They run to the table to 
import the picture into a drawing program and 
begin practice tracing the letter. Talk about 
motivation to learn! 

“It’s like magic” says Mateo Oropeza, age 5. “I like 
making stories and moving the characters to 
create a movie” says Santiago Aguilar, also age 5. 
“I’m able to captivate the students attention 
during circle time the minute I bring out the iPad.  
It’s been amazing!” says Patty Gutiérrez, a 
pre-kinder teacher. So our thoughts on the iPads?  
Both teachers and students alike will have a lot of 
fun while learning the many ways they can be 
used in the classroom.  

“It’s like magic”
Mateo Oropeza

“I like making stories
and moving the characters

to create a movie”
Santiago Aguilar

m
arc

h
 2012   C

O
N

N
E

X
IO

N
   28

m
ar

c
h

 2
01

2 
  C

O
N

N
E

X
IO

N
   2

9

early childhood early childhood



Student Success Skills
by Mary Anne Kathleen O'Connor and Patricia Marti

“If what you’re doing isn’t working, don’t 
doubt yourself;
If what you’re doing isn’t working, doubt 
your strategy;
If what you’re doing isn’t working, try 
something different.”

This ‘optimism chant’ is one of the many key ideas 
that 4th grade students are learning in their 
Human Development classes this year. The focus 
on having an optimistic outlook on life as a 
means to helping you reach your goals is part of 
a counselor delivered program called Student 
Success Skills. The program focuses on teaching 
three main sets of skills: learning skills, social skills 
and self-management skills. Throughout five 
lessons students learn to set goals and monitor 
them in two main areas: “Seven Keys for 
Mastering Any Course”, which includes skills like 
picking out the most important things to study for 
a test, using memory strategies, managing test 
anxiety and working well with others and “Looking 
Good, Feeling Good”, which includes areas 
related to nutrition, rest and social support.

Each class starts with students rating themselves in 
these areas and then sharing with each other 

about their own effective tips and strategies. This 
exercise allows students to learn not only the 
many skills that the program is delivering, but 
many others that successful classmates are 
modeling and sharing. In addition, they practice 
a special kind of listening called “Listening with 
Eyes, Ears and Hearts” which is the program’s 
method of explaining active and empathic 
listening to students. The Students Success Skills 
program challenges the belief which claims that 
great students are great because they are smart, 
and instead teaches students that the consistent 
use of key skills and strategies can make them 
successful in many areas, including academics. 
Students learn that success is within their grasp 
and is not a predetermined path for some and 
not for others. All can succeed as all have the 
ability to use the skills to reach their goals.

La Asociación de Padres 
de Familia y su apoyo al 
Programa Mexicano a 
través de la lectura
por Mónica Caballero y Ana Varas

Un objetivo que la Asociación se ha 
propuesto es apoyar al programa mexicano 
en la promoción de la lectura. El año pasado 
experimentamos unirnos al proyecto Book 
Week leyendo el libro Charlie y la Fábrica de 
Chocolates en voz alta. Se montó una salita 
abajo de la sombra del guamuchil y se invitó 
a leer a maestros y directivos. Fue un día en 
que niños y adultos disfrutamos de una muy 
buena historia a la par que se promovió la 
importancia de leer en voz alta. 

Este año nos hemos mostrado más 
ambiciosos al tratar de que el proyecto 
llegue a todas las secciones de la escuela a 
través de diversas actividades como por 
ejemplo: la campaña de pósters “Si tu fueras 
un libro, cuál serías?” que será difundida en 
todo el ASFG; en secundaria y prepa el 
concurso de fotografía denominado “¿Y tu 
dónde lees?”; en primaria se invitó a leer a 
las mamás en los grupos de los niños, etc. 
Para llevar a cabo la campaña de 
promoción de este proyecto realizamos una 
serie de entrevistas a diferentes miembros de 
la comunidad del colegio - entre maestros, 
directivos y empleados - y descubrimos que 
en la escuela contamos con una apasionada 
comunidad lectora comprometida y 
entusiasta en el apoyo a la lectura en 
español.

Esperamos que este proyecto siga creciendo 
año con año con el objetivo de encontrar y 
formar mas lectores en nuestro idioma.
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Antes de la visita
Como preparación 
para la visita al 
Mercado Zapopan, 
los alumnos nos 
dijeron lo que ellos 
sabían de los 
mercados.

¿Qué es un mercado? - Bárbara

Lugar con muchas personas con cosas para sell,  
muchas tents para vender. - Amelia

Un place para comprar todo lo que necesitas en 
tu vida. - Lyra

En México normalmente es afuera y tú walk y las 
personas que selling si tienen tents y las que 
walking no tienen tent. - Amelia

En Maine hay un mercado de farmers y tiene 

mucha comida y es muy rico. - Lyra

En Portland en el downtown hay uno cada 
sábado. Hay fruta, pan, comida y las cosas que 
están en bakery. - Keaton

Tiene animales para comprar. - Tomohiro

Hay frutas, mango, fresa, manzana. - Soo Yeon

uvas, plátano, ciruela. - Hyun Yoon

piña, kiwi, guava. - Dabin

Durante la visita
Durante la visita al mercado, los niños tuvieron la 
oportunidad de percibir los olores del mercado, 
sentir las texturas de las frutas y vegetales, 
admirar el hermoso colorido de los puestos, ver 
cosas que jamás habían visto antes - como la 
panza de res, el chinchayote, etc. También 
pudieron practicar el español preguntando ¿Qué 
es esto?, ¿Cuánto cuesta? y otras preguntas que 
les ayudaron a entender la vida en el mercado.

Visita al Mercado Zapopan
Alumnos de segundo, tercero y cuarto grado del Programa de
español como segundo idioma
Maestra: Bárbara Reyes

El puesto de juguetes fue 
el que más llamó la 
atención de los niños y 
aprovecharon para 
adquirir juguetes 
mexicanos hechos de 
madera como las tablitas,  
las marionetas y las 
guitarritas.

Pedimos a los niños que 
durante la visita, 
realizaran bosquejos de lo 
que veían en los diferentes 
puestos. Estos bosquejos 
los utilizaremos para que 
de regreso al salón de 
clases, los alumnos 
puedan hablar de sus 
impresiones acerca del 
mercado.

Gracias a las mamás que nos 
acompañaron en este paseo!
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8th grade Language Arts 
students had the unique 

opportunity to enter the mind 
of a 15-year-old boy who has a 
form of autism when they read 

Mark Haddon’s novel, The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-time. It is a fictional 

story told by a character 
named Christopher Boone. A 

math whiz with a deep 
fascination for outer space and 

Sherlock Holmes, Christopher 
shows signs of Asperger’s 

syndrome, a disorder 
characterized by problems 

communicating with and 
forming connections with 

others.

After reading The Curious 
Incident, students reflected on 
what they learned from seeing 

the world through Christopher’s 
eyes. Here are excerpts from 

some of their essays:

8th Graders 
See the World
Through
the Eyes of a 
Boy with an 
Autism 
Disorder

From: Never Give Up by Paloma 
Calderon

They say that you can do anything if 
you set your mind to it. Well, 
Christopher Boone, the15-year-old 
protagonist of The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-time, proved 
them right. A teenager with 
Asperger’s syndrome whose 
expectations are high, and whose 

main antagonists for his goals are his own parents and his 
own condition, finds a way to overcome all obstacles and 
be successful.

It all starts when Christopher finds a neighbor’s dog 
murdered: Wellington, to be exact. Christopher really liked 
him, and he can’t think of a reason why someone would 
want to kill a dog. He decides to find out who killed him and 
why, and just like that, a new goal in Christopher’s life has 
been set. In the book Christopher pursues a lot more goals, 
but they aren’t easy to achieve. Solving a mystery, writing a 
book, getting to London by himself, and taking an A-level 
math test at the age of 15 sure are big achievements. But for 
Christopher, they are especially impressive since he has to 
overcome so many obstacles, including himself.

In this book Christopher proves a point to us: he shows us 
how we can do things we never imagined ourselves 
capable of, if we just never give up.

From: That Moment When You Realize Mark Haddon 
Doesn’t Have Autism by Luciana Mendez

About a month ago, I was reading The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-time for a homework assignment, but a 
boy screaming and a loud bark suddenly interrupted me. 
Later on, I discovered that that hadn’t actually happened, 
but the book itself had sucked me in. This book is about 
Christopher, a boy with Asperger’s syndrome, who discovers 
that his neighbor's dog has been murdered. He decides to 
solve the mystery of who killed Wellington, but in the 
process, many more mysteries appear. Haddon's The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time is a blue-ribbon 
novel that is a breath of fresh air from the clichéd titles of 
today. 

It's the first time in a really long time I didn't find a Mary Sue 
in a novel for young adults. Characters in this exquisite book 
are real, multi-dimensional and incredibly relatable. 
Christopher, who is the main character, is the most 
interesting. He slowly evolves in the book, without changing 
completely or losing his identity. It is really amazing when the 
author makes you relate to someone who is really different 
from you. I do not have Asperger’s syndrome or know 

anyone who does, yet I could relate to and 
understand Christopher even though it is a 
complicated disorder. Haddon's crafted 
characters make this book a strong novel 
that is definitely in my top ten. 

The narrative in this book is outstanding. The 
evident talent of Haddon is apparent as you 
turn the page and you suddenly feel like 
you are there, seeing the events through the 
eyes of the one and only Christopher. At the 
beginning, it felt like the book was going to 
be repetitive and dull. The sentences and 
the word choice seemed odd and 
simpleminded, but they just add perspective 
and character to the story, as if Christopher 
was actually narrating. Everything was well 
chosen and arranged with an order only 
Christopher would use, which shows the 
extreme skill and terrific empathy with which 
this book was written. I felt that the book 
wouldn't be so special if the writer hadn't 
decided to write it in Christopher's voice. It is 
written in a way that makes you feel like you 
understand Christopher and even feel like 
him. 

From: We Can Be Different in Many Ways 
but the Same in Many More by Renata 
Rodriguez

Although many people think that kids with 
autistic traits are totally different from the 
rest of the population, the truth is that kids 
like Christopher Boone can have many of 
the same personality traits as we do. 
Christopher, the main character of the story 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time, is a boy with Asperger’s 
syndrome, and this book explores his 
thoughts and feelings through his own mind. 
I started reading this book totally 
blindfolded. I imagined Christopher being 
someone out of this world dissimilar to me, 
but after analyzing Christopher’s life I can 
compare it to mine and find many 
similarities as well as differences.

From: Love It, Hate It, or Both by Marisol 
Garcia 
Let your mind explore how a person with 
Asperger’s syndrome would act, and let 
yourself feel as if Christopher was in your 
family.

ESTUDIANTES CON METAS 
DEFINIDAS - ESF 
por Magdalena Contreras

ESF ofrece una alternativa para que los alumnos 
que enfrentan dificultades financieras puedan 
continuar su proceso educativo en el ASFG. Es 
parte de nuestro compromiso de crear estudiantes 
con metas definidas.

Cómo aplica un alumno a una beca de ESF?
   El alumno deberá primeramente completar el   
   proceso de becas que la SEJ ofrece 
   Completar la solicitud de beca ESF con los      
   siguientes requisitos:
      Estudio socioeconómico
      Calificaciones a la fecha
      Carta de buena conducta
      Entrega de la solicitud ESF en tiempo y forma

Proceso de selección:
    Existe un comité colegiado conformado   
   por :
        Director y/o subdirector de cada sección
        Un miembro del Board del Consejo del ASFG
        Un miembro de la asociación de Padres de  
      Familia
        Director General del ASFG
        Presidente de ESF
        El comité se reúne anualmente para tomar  
      decisiones acerca de la distribución de becas
        El comité colegiado revisa las aplicaciones,     
      valida los documentos y la necesidad financiera  
      de los alumnos solicitantes así como la      
      participación activa de los padres de familia 
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